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Transformation of the Sibum Apartment Complex
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Existing Project

Sibum Apartment, built in the 19705, iz South
Korea's first high-rise housing development.
It name, Sibum, meaning Model d4in Korean,
reflects its purpose as a prototype of modern
housing. Designed to embody a new standard of
living, the complex emerged during a period
when Korean urban planning scught to address a
growing housing demand while adopting principles
ingpired by the Mocdern Movement. With dits 22
housing blocks arranged in a regular grid, the
development emphasizes spatial rationalization
and construction efficiency.

Despite its conceptual strengths and pioneering
role, the complex faces gseveral limitations today.
The uniformity of the housing blocks creates
visual monotony. All the blocks on the sgite
contain only four apartment typologies, offering
limited diversity in housing options and resident
profiles., Additionally, the open spaces between
the buildings, criginally intended tc encourage
circulation and collective living., have become
underutilized and lack functions adapted to
the contemporary needs of resgidents. Moreover,
the standardized design of the apartments no
longer meets current expectations for comfort
and versatility, underscoring the need for
modernizaticn.

However, the concrete frame structure provides
gignificant flexdibility for dnterior layouts
within the apartments. The generous copen s&paces
between the blocks and the lush vegetation create
a pleasgsant living environment. The proximity to
the Han River and dits popular park is a major
agsget, as 1s the functicnal diversity already
present on the site.
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Housing

Korea's harsh climate makes it necessary to create = i | iﬂ — —
. . . = W —
protected spaces in both public and private areas. : Eg ][E$
. L] -

The transformation of balconies, which are often

closed by residents, intoc modular winter gardens r\ = I L =
provides epaces that can he used all year round. G~ - ﬁ;
These spaces become multi-purpose, air-conditioned | e G pe

LHAESHIA

extensions that meet the needs of residents. [ji[ﬂ 5 Cf ECl s 0

The project alsc takes into account the country’s low
birth rate and the strong demand for smaller flats. i : —
The existing bars currently offer four different N EREL N S |

typologies. The aim of the renovation is to dintroduce - ‘

regidents.

. | T i )
a diversity of typologies within each bar, in order ' [i 0 = =¥ =3 ] gig Ll
to encourage a gsocial and generational mix among the C 3T_ ( b ‘ 3 - —

Thresholds play an essential role in the design of
Korean flats, where they define precise spatial
transitions, particularly for the action of taking
off one’s shoes. These elements, already present
in the existing project, have been preserved and
enhanced. For example, the level of the corridor, = = —
slightly lower than that of the flat entrance, creates B & B E 11T
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also located at a lower level, provides a dedicated

a marked spatial sequence. Inside, the entrance, Eﬂ =

T

gshoes and leave their belongings. Similarly, the

functional space where residents can remove their %ﬁ

winter gardens have thresholds, reinforcing the idea
of transition between insgide and outside. T

Finally, the central area of the homes, comprising
the entrance hall, kitchen and living rocm, disg a
wallk-through space that forms the heart of daily
1ife. This configuration maximises natural light and
ventilation, while encouraging fluid dinteraction
between the different areas of the flat. A transiticn
Bpeies Dop alps poo deed baewson v day areEs Tower Housing Floorplan 1:200 Renovated Apatu | 1z 100 Tower Apatu | 1 2180
and the hbedrooms and bathrocme, to create a clear

geparation.
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